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ABOUT FPI

 Established in 1933

 Only industry trade association in North 
America solely focused on all single-use 
foodservice packaging products

− Used by foodservice establishments for prepared 
foods and beverages

 Members include:

– Converters and their raw material and machinery 
suppliers (approximately 90% of the industry);

– Foodservice distributors and operators
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PFAS 101



WHAT ARE PFAS?

 PFAS = Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances

 Class of over 3,000 chemicals containing 

at least one fully fluorinated carbon atom, 

all with very different properties in different 

applications
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PFAS APPLICATIONS

 Non-stick cookware and small appliances
 Repeat-use food contact applications (e.g. 

tubing and hoses in soda and ice cream 
dispensers)

 Components of food processing equipment 
(e.g. gaskets, sealants and filters)

 Food wrappers
 Paper/molded fiber service ware and take-out 

food containers
 Food boxes (e.g., pizza boxes)
 Microwavable bags (e.g., popcorn) 
 Pet food containers
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PFAS IN FOODSERVICE PACKAGING

 Purpose: Prevents oil and grease from 

seeping through food packaging materials 

and onto clothing, skin, furniture, car 

interiors , etc.
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SUB CATEGORIES OF PFAS USED IN FSP

 “Long chain” or “C8” chemicals, since they 

have 8 or more carbons in their structure

− Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and 

perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) are 

two examples

• These were NEVER used in food packaging

− These were voluntarily phased out and are 

no longer allowed in the U.S. and Canada, 

but still allowed in other countries
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SUB CATEGORIES OF PFAS USED IN FSP

 “Short chain” or “C6” chemicals, since 

they have 6 or less carbons in their 

structure

− Manufacturers of these newer chemicals 

submit their specific formulations to 

regulatory agencies for rigorous review and, 

if found to be safe for their intended use, 

may be used

− Are approved by FDA and Health Canada, 

plus many other regulatory agencies around 

the world
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THE NGO MOVEMENT



NGOS FOCUS ON FOOD PACKAGING
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FALLACIES IN THE NGO CAMPAIGNS 

 Treating all PFAS chemicals the same

− No distinction between PFAS not used in 

food packaging (like PFOA and PFOS) to 

PFAS used today in food packaging

 Questioning the validity of the FDA 

approval process, which is one of the 

most stringent in the world

FOOD PACKAGING & PFAS



FPI’S ACTIONS TO NGO CAMPAIGNS 

 Following reports in 2017 and 2018:

− Coordinated with FluoroCouncil

− Developed one-pager on PFAS (found on 

www.fpi.org); updated in 2018

− Provided many media interviews, including 

appearance on Dr. Oz

− Met with NGOs and other stakeholders at in-

person meetings in 2017 and again in 2018
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LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY ACTIVITY

 At the Federal Level

– U.S.:

• EPA just released PFAS Action Plan, focused 

more on limits in drinking water and groundwater 

cleanup

• FDA began reviewing C6; in April 2018, indicated 

they would be conducting own testing and agreed 

to share testing protocols with industry for 

feedback

• Increased activity in Congress, mainly around 

PFAS in drinking water
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LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY ACTIVITY

 At the Federal Level

– Canada: 

• Health Canada has released Canadian Drinking 

Water Guidelines for PFOS and PFOA, but not for 

other PFAS

• Also, no guidelines available for PFAS in soil 
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LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY ACTIVITY

 At the State/Provincial Level

– Washington: 

• Passed law requiring alternatives assessment for 

PFAS in food packaging by 2020, followed by ban 

if alternatives identified starting in 2022

• Developing Chemical Action Plan for all PFAS 

(draft to be published in May/June 2019)
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LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY ACTIVITY

 At the State/Provincial Level (con’t)

– California:

• Bill requiring labeling of food packaging containing 

PFAS not approved in 2018

• Interest from Department of Toxic Substances 

Control

• Prop 65 listing of PFOA/PFOS – November 10, 

2018 warning requirements

– No threshold identified yet
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LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY ACTIVITY

 At the State/Provincial Level (con’t)

– Minnesota and New York:

• Approved state purchasing specifications that 

prohibit FSP with intentionally-added PFAS

– Bills introduced in CA, CT, IA, MA, ME, NJ, 

NY, RI, VT, WA

– Nothing in Canada (so far)

FOOD PACKAGING & PFAS



LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY ACTIVITY

 At the Local Level

– Bans on PFAS-containing compostable FSP 

starting January 1, 2020 in:

• San Francisco, CA

• Berkeley, CA

– Nothing in Canada (yet)
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PFAS AND COMPOSTING

 Biodegradable Products Institute

– Effective January 1, 2020, BPI will not certify 

products, and products may not be marketed 

as “BPI Certified,” that contain over 100 ppm 

total fluorine

– Option is to not get BPI certification, BUT…
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PFAS AND COMPOSTING

 Compost Manufacturing Alliance

– Effective January 1, 2020, CMA facilities will 

not accept products for field testing or 

substrate review that contain over 100 ppm 

total fluorine

– CMA facilities represent roughly one quarter 

to a third of all composters in the U.S. that 

accept compostable FSP 
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PFAS AND COMPOSTING

 CMA Facilities

FOOD PACKAGING & PFAS



PFAS AND COMPOSTING
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PFAS AND COMPOSTING

 A few comments on testing…

– There is no one defined test method

– The presence of fluorine does not mean the 

presence of PFAS, and certainly doesn’t show 

type of PFAS

– 100 ppm is in line with European standards, 

and some stakeholders seem to be in 

agreement with this threshold for “intentionally 

added”
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PFAS ALTERNATIVES

 Replace with other materials

– Rigid plastic

– Other non-PFAS containing paper

– Aluminum foil

 Apply [compostable] coating

– PLA

– Other?

 Non-PFAS wet end additive for pulp

 Reusables
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QUESTIONS?

Lynn Dyer

President

Foodservice Packaging Institute

ldyer@fpi.org

www.fpi.org
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